5. Questionsto Ministers Without Notice - The Chief Minister
The Bailiff:

The 15 minute period has now expired. We come teeguestions of the Chief Minister. The
Deputy of St. Martin.

5.1 TheDeputy of St. Martin:

The States recently approved the States EmploynBodard amendment regarding the
composition of the States Employment Board. CanNfnister inform Members whether in
actual fact the drafting instructions have now bggomitted to the Law Draftsman?

Senator T.A. Le Sueur (The Chief Minister):

Yes, | can confirm that the instructions have bs@lomitted to the Law Draftsman who sees no
particular problems in instigating the arrangemagi®ed by the States as a result of that debate.
| do not have a timescale from her as yet, metedy it seems to be straightforward enough to
do.

5.2 TheDeputy of St. John:

On 5th December the Minister went off-Island teeatt a function in Paris. Could Members be
told the nature of the transport he took to thatfion, who attended the function with him and
in what capacity and also what knowledge the Maribtas on that particular subject?

Senator T.A. Le Sueur:

| attended in Paris at the weekend the Paris BbawSat the invitation of the President of the
Conseil général de la Manche with whom we are mgléxcellent relations and furthering the
ties between Jersey and France. He invited mieet®bat Show to instigate the start of the boat
race, the Tour des Ports de la Manche which goery/grear around various ports in Normandy,
but this year will be starting for the first timei Jersey. This was a special honour for Jersey
and as a result, | accepted his invitation evendghat meant having to take a private plane to get
there on the day and back again. As a resultaif\tisit, we will be hosting a boat race which
will have 100 boats and 700 competitors stayinghim Island for a week, which I think will
substantially benefit the Island’s tourism indusémyd reputation and | have no hesitation in
saying that it was a good investment and a trip syent.

5.2.1 The Deputy of St. John:

The Minister did not tell us who attended with hinTherefore, will he please tell us who
attended with him, and also of the Ministers thééradled with him or Assistant Ministers did
any of the Ministers have the experience as thestabie of St. Brelade would have had and did
the Constable of St. Brelade attend?

Senator T.A. Le Sueur:

This was not a technical visit. This was a vigiptomote the Island of Jersey and | believe | am
quite competent to do that myself but, in addition,the stand which is part of the La Manche
stand, there is an area set aside for the Charsteehds and Members present were the
Harbourmaster, Mr. Howard Le Cornu and other mesbéthe Harbours Department staff who

will be there throughout the duration of the bdais.

The Deputy of St. John:
The Minister still has not answered us, which otiarister or Assistant Minister attended?
Senator T.A. Le Sueur:

No other Minister or Assistant Minister attendeldattended together with my wife, the officer
from the International Services Department andpoaeientative Bureau de Normandie.



5.3 Deputy G.P. Southern:

What steps will be the Chief Minister take to emstimat his guarantee of no rise in G.S.T.
(Goods and Services Tax) for 3 years will be maneid by his successor at Treasury and
Resources and will he suggest when that 3 yeans,iand will he further insist that his Minister

for Treasury and Resources Minister the potental grogressive tax changes rather than
regressive tax changes in the measures he propo2e$0?

Senator T.A. Le Sueur:

The guarantee of G.S.T. remaining at 3 per centHerfirst 3 years was not one given by me
unilaterally. It was adopted by the States as phthe law when goods and services tax was
introduced and that can only be changed by a decd the States. As to the second part of the
question, the Minister for Treasury and Resourcesva know is leading a review of fiscal
strategy. | am quite confident that that reviewingended, because | have been part of the
discussions, to continue to provide an overall pFsgive tax system for Jersey and | am sure
when the outcome of the strategy and review is d¢etrag, if the Deputy has concerns about
whether that is being delivered in practice, he raike it at the time.

5.3.1 Deputy G.P. Southern:

Will the Chief Minister further support the wordé lus Treasury and Resources Minister when
he replied in the House that he would consideripgithdvocates of progressive taxation on his
fiscal review board?

Senator T.A. Le Sueur:

I have total confidence that the Minister for Tragsand Resources will appoint the most
suitable people to do that review from a broadwaitt ranging set of different views.

54 TheDeputy of St. Mary:

Does the Chief Minister value the work of the SierpitPanels and if so, can he give us all an
assurance that the Council of Ministers will abdigethe guidelines agreed between them and the
Chairmen’s Committee in the beginning of Octob@mely that all Scrutiny Report findings and
recommendations are formally responded to by Mensstvithin a specified timeframe? | think

it is 6 weeks, it might be 8 weeks, but the keysfjoa is the commitment to the work of
Scrutiny and will those responses be forthcoming?

Senator T.A. Le Sueur:

I did not think there was any doubt that | havedsand | have committed to Ministers that any
responses to Scrutiny Panels will follow the agrgedcedures set out and agreed with the
Chairmen’s Committee. As to whether | value theknaf Scrutiny Panels, | have an excellent
relationship and | can certainly comment that Ivddue the work of my own Scrutiny Panel.
The information | get in respect of others whiclmes second-hand is also very supportive and |
believe that it is important that the work of SamytPanels is understood and appreciated and
equally the responses that Ministers make are yiawed also followed through.

5.4.1 The Deputy of St. Mary:

Supplementary. | thank the Minister for that replpoes the Minister agree that it would be
helpful if the long awaited report on the La Cdleaind the construction of the incinerator that
there were full replies to the recommendations &t consideration before any future
determination of similar applications?

Senator T.A. Le Sueur:

That is a very broad ranging question. The Scyu®ianel Report, | think, focused on one aspect
of the matter and | think we are in danger of ceifg different aspects, whether it be planning,
financial or others. Any response from a Ministell reflect his response to that particular



aspect of a complicated situation like that. hkjiin general terms, | would accept the views of
the Deputy of St. Mary, but I think it is such aad question that it would be difficult to give an
absolute commitment.

5.4.2 The Deputy of St. Mary:

With respect, the report is going to be focusedre&gton planning processes and how they are
worked out in practice so the relevance to a futdetrmination of an exactly similar planning
application is one to one and I just want the CMéfister to confirm that Scrutiny will not be
brushed aside in this matter.

Senator T.A. Le Sueur:

Scrutiny Panel Reports on planning matters, it wdag a matter for the Minister for Planning
and Environment in his response, but | believeMwister for Planning and Environment will
follow similar good practice and deal with it iiamely and complete manner.

5.5 Deputy S. Pitman:

| refer the Chief Minister to an email | sent tarhiast week in which | asked him, bearing in
mind the comments by Edward Trevor last week onDAS. (Acquired Immune Deficiency
Syndrome) and A.C.E.T. (Aids Care and Educatiorsfrand the fact that he has now resigned
from the Association of Jersey Charities, doegdl that it is appropriate that he is still serving
on Reg’s Skips review and also the Rent Contrdjdnal?

Senator T.A. Le Sueur:

| do not really believe it is appropriate for usdiscuss the activities of a private individual in

this House. He was appointed to various panelpdoticular skills that he has in those areas.
Those skills remain in place. | believe he wilhtrtbute valuably to those activities, irrespective
of his personal views and | have no reason to ah#mgse appointments.

5.6 Deputy M.R. Higgins:

In a sense following on from Deputy Southern’s gioes does the Chief Minister believe that
the comprehensive fiscal policy review board iregl by the Minister for Treasury and
Resources will be fully inclusive and include Menmsbef the Assembly who are not normally
considered to be supporters of the Council of Méngs and if he does believe it will be fully
inclusive, why?

Senator T.A. Le Sueur:

The fiscal review is not to be carried out simply d board. It is to be carried out by every

single member of the Island community. They abBdo contribute to this if they are going to

get a complete and balanced outcome to it. | wboloke that those steering the discussions will
come from a variety of views, but what is far margortant is that individual members and

individual members of the public express their \8eamd ensure that a full and complete picture
is presented so that Members of the States whgncthrae to decide and agree that policy will

have the full facts in front of them.

5.7 Deputy M. Tadier:

| hope to have had this information already supgplicom the Minister for Treasury and
Resources, but in the absence of that informatiaybe the Chief Minister could assist. Would
the Chief Minister advise the House whether anyliBhgvill be present on the new bank notes
which will be circulated? Moreover, will the amdusay £50, be written in English on the bank
note?

Senator T.A. Le Sueur:



That would be a matter for the Minister for Tregsand Resources to respond to but, to the best
of my knowledge, yes the English language will beven on the bank notes as well.

5.7.1 Deputy M. Tadier:

A supplementary in that case, will Chief Ministex political head of the States give his say
whether he thinks it is valid to have a moribunuglaage on the notes and also another language
which is not commonly used in Jersey on a dailyishteking priority and will he, therefore,
confirm that in fact we are going to have 3 langsgn the notes and whether in fact that is a
sensible approach to take?

Senator T.A. Le Sueur:

Again, to the best of my knowledge there will bleBguages on these notes and that, | think, is a
very positive move. Certainly the response thhtive had subsequent to the meeting of the
British-Irish Council at which there was a discossbn minority languages, the response has
been that Jersey’s initiative in having 3 differéamiguages on its notes is a very positive one
which they welcome and encourage.

The Deputy Bailiff:
Very well. We finish questions without notice teetChief Minister.



